That Sound: Jenna

Interviewed by DJ Chris Alien

In the ever-changing universe of dance music. there are
very few artists who have the talent and support to achieve
supersiar pop status. Singer/songwriter Jenna Drey is
prepared o prove that she is the exception.

Jenna is a very busy girl in our big gay world. but she
ook a few minutes 1o talk w SHOUT about her new
album, One Step Further To Crazy. and much more.
Chris Allen: How did vour performance ar Chicagos Gey
Pride e
Jenna Drey: The performances all were incredible. 1 had a
show on Friday night at the club, Circuit, where there were
over 1,000 excited fans. Then | did a six song set lor the
Pride main stage afternoon performance. The crowd grew
with every passing song, and it was greal (0 see many
people singing the words to even the new song. 100,

Then the highlight
was  the  Sunday
Parade. There were
over 400,000 people
at this parade. [ did
about nine perform-
ances along  the
parade on a Float thal
stopped about every
quarter mile. Even
though it was a cold
rainy day, 1 had great
time performing for
every single person, despite the fact that the mascara was
running down my face, and my hair was frizzed out about
two feet in every direction.

CA: Would vou say that vou have a big gay following!
JD: | have a wonderfulgay following.and I'm thrilled
about that. The gay community has always been so
supportive of my music. I've always had many gay
friends, and my male friends always joke about the Fact
that they think | was born a gay man in a woman's body.
I'm proud that my music has been so accepted and
loved by this audience. When I'm performing. | really feel
like 1 can just be mysell., and they make me feel truly
appreciated.
CA: Evervone's asking - who's the hottie in the video for
“Why Should § Believe You?”
JD: Oh, there were several. But vou are probably referring
to “KILT BOY!" - right? Yes. that is the notorious Scoit

]

Leigh, who is an amazing dancer/choreographer in my
video and in all my live shows. You can meet him in
person il vou make it to a Jenna Drey live show. Dam. |

Drey

think he just got married this weekend. But maybe the
right boy can convert him?

CA: How'd you hook up with Mike Rizze, Josh Harris, and
Guiseppe D? They are among the cream of the crop of
today s remixers and producers,

JD: 1 submitted my work 1o their management, and they
were all excited to work with me. These guys are all great
producers and arrangers, and I'm looking forward
toworking with all of them again. They all could relate 10
my style of dance and were excited to comtribute their
talent to the singles and remixes.

CA: How many tracks of your have made it 1o the
Billboard charis?

ID: I've had my last two consecutive singles make it on
the 1.5, Billboard chans and the ULK. Dance charts. Both
“Killin® Me™ and “Why Should | Believe You™ made both
the Billboard Radio and Club charts. ['m also thrilled that
“Killin® Me™ made it imo the Billboard Top 50 Most-
Played Dance Songs of the Year of 2005,

CA: You wrote or co-wrole every track on the album with
vour production partier Keven Churko, except two really
well-done covers of the classios fits "W re Al Alone "and
“All Our Of Love.” What was it abourt those two songs that
made vou decide 1o include them on the album.”
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